Planting Spring Bulbs
Fall bulbs should be planted as soon as the ground is cool, when evening temperatures are consistently between 40° - 50°F and ground temperatures typically reach 40° - 50°F about 6-8 weeks before the ground freezes. That is the ideal planting window. However, as long as you can dig and your ground is workable, you can still plant!  I’ve planted with a crowbar – just means the bulbs bloom off cycle for the first year.  After that, they’re normal spring bulbs.
If you can’t plant right away, store them cool and dry.  The warmer and more humid the air is, the faster the bulbs will deteriorate.
Where to plant them:
· Bulbs like DRY feet!  Good drainage is a must.
· Bulbs love full sun – and the early bloom time means that later leaf out on trees DOESN’T get in the way of their need for sun.  Some can tolerate more shade – daffodils and camassia fit into this group…
Now for the actual garden planning – the fun part!!
· Plant flower bulbs in clusters. 
· Plant low-growing bulbs in front of taller bulbs. This is a good general rule for bulbs that bloom at the same time.
· Try a double-decker effect. You can plant small bulbs in a layer right on top of large bulbs. If you plant bulbs that flower in the same period you can create a dense, boldly colorful planting.
· Plant a mix of bulbs to extend your bloom time. Plant mid- and late-season bloomers together, creating a spring display that blooms in succession, for a whole season of color!
· Keep the label with your bulbs until planting. Otherwise, you won't be able tell the red tulip bulbs from the white tulip bulbs just by looking at the bulbs! 
And the Basics of Planting the bulbs
Because bulbs need good drainage, you’ll need to make sure that the soil below your bulbs drains well.  Different bulbs are planted at different depths but plan on making sure that at least 8” of soil drains well.  Raised beds often solve a problem on wetter sites.  And bulbs LOVE being planted into the sand and gravel backfill around many modern house sites.
Here are a couple of recipes to give you an idea of what you’re looking for:
Standard mixture:
1 part clean garden soil
1 part peat moss or leaf mold
1 part sharp sand or coarse grit


Scree mixtures: excellent for the unusual tulips and other odd plants
	alternative 1
1 part clean garden soil
1 part peat moss or leaf mold
3 parts coarse grit or stone chips


	alternative 2
2 part clean garden soil
2 part peat moss or leaf mold
1 part sharp sand or coarse grit
4 parts stone chips
Dig your soil so it's loose and workable. Remove any weeds, rocks or other debris.  Work in compost and scree materials as needed to create a coarse drained, organic mix.  Plan on working down to about 10” – 8” is almost essential for tulips.
Dig your holes at the recommended depth for each bulb, as listed on the label. Dig the hole to a width that will fit the bulbs according to the spacing listed on the label (bulbs per square foot). You can plant bulbs one at a time, but it’s best to group bulbs for the best visual appeal.  
Set the bulb in the hole with the pointy side up and the roots down. 
It's easy to spot the pointy end of a tulip, and tougher with a crocus. If you can't figure out the top from the bottom, plant the bulb on its side. In most cases, even if you don't get it right, the flower will still find its way topside.
1. Once the bulbs are in the ground, gently back-fill with soil to fill the hole. Lightly compress the soil, but do not pack it - you want to encourage roots to grow. 
2. Water once at planting time to fill any air pockets, and to stimulate root growth. Don’t water after that.  The winter will take care of the rest.
 Plan to fertilize every spring after bloom for expanding bulb displays. Leave the foliage alone but take the seed heads off – you’re not raising new bulbs from seed!!
