Materials for your Carbon Arsenal

Available anywhere
· Molasses:  
· Basic sugar easily added to water and used as a drench for any weakened plant system
·  Liquid Soap:  
· Any liquid soap – even the cheapest stuff from the dollar store can be mixed with water.  Works to allow water to penetrate even compacted soils – can be rototilled in in an emergency (with lots of water)
· Wood Pellets
· Either bedding or for pellet stoves – found anywhere

Available with a little research
· Alfalfa meal:  
· Meal not pellets!! 
· Azomite, Dynamin, Flora-stim, Mt Tom basalt (local stone dust). 

Other carbon sources
· Compost teas/Inoculants:  
· Huge explosion of information in this category over the last 10 years.  

· Sugars:  
· Any sugar – even the much-maligned white sugar – can be used to get a quick bacterial surge started in a very weak soil setting. 
· Compost: 
· The classic carbon-based application that almost everyone uses. 
· Leonardite and its derivatives (fulvic and humic acids): 
· This is the source of immediate carbon supplementation at the moment.
· The liquid forms are as close to a “magic potion” that you’re ever going to get 
· Biochar:  
· The new carbon kid on the block with a very ancient pedigree (the Terra Pretta soils of the Amazon)
· Wood pellets:
· Soaked in water with soap and molasses in it or just water and mixed thoroughly with alfalfa meal – really work it together.  Rough and ready but can work in some circumstances

· Commercial Organic Fertilizers:  
· North Country Organic’s line and Fertrell’s line (the two best) but there are LOTS of other companies getting into the field – read the bags carefully…
· Non-medicated Chicken Layer Mash (not pellets):  
· Not organic (way too cost prohibitive!!) but outrageously effective at waking up a totally damaged soil system if you have 6-8 weeks (min) between using the mash and planting.  Causes a complete explosion of bacteria and rapid integration of all other minerals added to the space.  I try and get this down in November for spring planting on sites that I know are a real challenge.  Weird but it works… This is what I used to convert the 4” of painted wood chip “mulch”
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